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ably a natural family and not an aggregate of unrelated
forms. In many text-books, e.g. ZittePs English
edition, it is not even given rank as a family, its genera
being included in the Buccinidas (ordinary whelks, etc.).
Cossmann, on the other hand, divided it into three sub-
families, and it is open to anyone holding Dewar's
views to claim these as separate families.

No member of the family is known from beds earlier
than the Paleocene (lowest Tertiary). True, Zittel
refers to Nassa as " sparse in Upper Cretaceous " but
that is an error. W. M. Gabb, the pioneer palaeon-
tologist of California, 70 years ago, named a fossil
" Nassa cretacea," but it is neither a Nassa (though of
the same family) nor Cretaceous, being a Middle Eocene
Molopophorus. Such mistakes are easily made in
pioneer investigations, and, though corrected, often
linger in text-books.

The sub-family Dorsaninae is the first to appear. It
is represented in the Paleocene of California by the
characteristic local genus Brachysphingus, which is
followed by an allied genus Molopophorus (Fig. i$a)
which lasts to the Lower Miocene, after which the sub-
family becomes extinct in the Californian region. Doubt-
ful species of these genera occur in the Paris Basin.
Meanwhile another genus, Bullia (scarcely distinguish-
able from Brachysphingus:), appears in the Lower Eocene
of Alabama, but after the Middle Eocene it vanishes for
a time, reappearing in the Miocene both of Vancouver
Island and of South Africa, in which last region alone
it flourishes at the present day, being represented by a
great number of species of much variety of form. Yet
another genus, Dorsanum (Fig. i5d), of which some,
species are difficult to distinguish from Bullia, is first
known in the Middle and Upper Eocene of Peru ancj